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RESPONSE 

SIR: 

This is in response to the Official Action dated March 12, 2001. 
A Petition and Fee for a One month Extension of Time and on 
Information Disclosure Statement accompany this Response. 

REMARKS 

Applicants are required under 35 U.S.C.§121 to elect a single 
disclosed species of interferon and antioxidant for prosecution on the merits. 

Applicants elect interferon-a-2b for the interferon and a combination 
of the antioxidants, Vitamin E and derivatives thereof and Vitamin C. 

Applicants are currently pursuing clinical development of the use of 
an interferon a-2b and ribavirin with the combination of Vitamins E and C 
to treat HCV infections while ameliorating the ribavirin related hemolysis. 
Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider her 





request in view of the fact that Applicants will be generating data covering 
the use of the combination of vitamins C and E as antioxidants. In the 
alternative, applicants elect only Vitamin E. The claims readable on the 
either elected vitamin species are claims 1-3, 7-9, 13-17, 20-22, 26 and 30. 
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